
1

Wantage and Grove 
Biodiversity Survey Report



2 3

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Executive Summary      5

Background       5

The Biodiversity Survey     5

What we found       6

Our future plans – a Nature Recovery Strategy   7

Thanks 8

Chapter 1 Introduction 9

Chapter 2 Key Wildlife Sites in Wantage, Grove and surrounds 11

Chapter 3 2024 Baseline Survey Methodology 21

Chapter 4 Results of the 2024 Biodiversity Survey 24

4.1 Overall Species Records      24

4.2 Butterfly and Moth      24

4.3 Mammals       27

4.4 Birds        30

4.5 Plants        34

Chapter 5 Protected and Notable Species 41

Chapter 6 Biodiversity Survey Recommendations 43

6.1 Overall recommendations     43

6.2 Species-specific recommendations    43

6.3 Addressing gaps in biodiversity monitoring   46

Acknowledgements 46

 Appendix 1   Garden Wildlife and Pond Surveys   47

Appendix 2  Listing of Flowering Plants by Habitat   53



4 5

Letcombe Brook

May dawn chorus walk in 
Willow Walk, listening out 
for a Cetti's warbler.

Executive Summary

Background

Biodiversity is all life on earth, from animals and plants to bacteria and fungi and is 
essential to our survival. Sadly, nature is in serious decline across Britain, but we can 
all help to allow it to recover. 

Sustainable Wantage has a vision of  a thriving and resilient 
community in Wantage and Grove where sustainable living is the 
foundation of  our daily lives and undertakes activities focussed on 
protecting and enhancing our natural environment and 
strengthening our local community. We want to make space for 
nature. Wild Wantage, a Sustainable Wantage project, was launched 
in 2020 to improve local biodiversity and transform green spaces 
through volunteer action. We know that an effective local nature 
recovery plan involves four steps: Discover what’s in your area; 
Protect the most valuable habitats; Create new habitat for wildlife; 
and Manage areas to maintain and enhance biodiversity. Although 

Wild Wantage already has an active programme that works across these steps, 
including the recent planting of  500m of  native hedgerow at Manor Park, the 
Biodiversity Survey carried out in 2024 was the first opportunity for the discovery 
step to systematically establish what is already known in the area and to build on this 
by carrying out primary fieldwork to better understand the species present and 
important local wildlife habitats.

The Biodiversity Survey

During the initiation stage of  the survey existing knowledge was compiled, 
discussions held with interested volunteers and local naturalists and a map 
of  priority areas to target for fieldwork was produced. Key wildlife sites 
identified in Wantage, Grove and surrounding areas included: Letcombe 
Brook, Letcombe Valley Nature reserve, the Old Wiltshire and Berkshire 
Canal, Willow Walk Nature Reserve, the area around Humber Ditch, and 
Betjeman Millennium Park. Habitats of  importance identified included: 
chalk stream, species-rich grassland and wetlands, woodland and traditional 
orchards, hedgerows and ditch habitats and, importantly, gardens.

A flexible survey methodology that would work for a range of  recording 
expertise and to build an understanding of  biodiversity across easily 
accessible habitats was developed with a focus on green corridors (e.g. along 
public rights of  way, public green spaces and nature reserves). A training 
day was held for volunteers on survey methods, with a focus on how to 
record habitat information and complete a species list for a site using 
iRecord, a national website and app used for recording and sharing wildlife 
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Skipper on Viper’s Bugloss

Pond dipping at Market Garden Open Day

records. Collated data from iRecord is then made available to National Biodiversity 
Network schemes, local environmental record centres, and other researchers. 

Between May and the end of  September, 23 volunteer recorders completed site 
reports, using the methodology covered on the training day. The areas surveyed by 
volunteers included: the Larkhill path, bridleway to Ardington, Betjeman Park and 
Locks Lane path, Ardington Woods, Humber Ditch, Willow Walk Nature reserve, 
Top Lock Meadow, the area around the Mably Way Health Centre, Crabhill Lane 
path, Gypsy Lane woods and Old Wilts and Berks canal between Grove and Grove 
Park Drive, and Cow Lane/ Monks Farm. 

Throughout the 2024 Biodiversity Survey, Wild Wantage also 
took steps to encourage wildlife identification practices with 
local schools, other organisations and families. We ran a series 
of  nature activities, aimed at encouraging the local community 
to get out and about, discovering the species on their doorstep. 
At Wantage Market Garden, monthly activities for families 
with activities were held, such as pond dipping and bug hunting 
and dusk safaris that included moth trapping and use of  bat 
detectors. Local Brownies completed a nature walk and species 
identification activity including trees, insects, birds, butterflies 
and plants. Nature walks were also carried out with Style Acre 
service users and members of  staff. Wild Wantage worked with 
local schools to involve children in the Biodiversity Survey. At 
Charlton School, a group of  forest school students used nets 
and identification guides to explore a nearby meadow and at 
King Alfred’s Academy, Year 7 classes completed plant surveys 
of  the playing fields, comparing the vegetation on the sports 
pitches with surrounding strips of  less managed grassland. 
Friends of  Betjeman Park also contributed to the biodiversity 
survey. As gardens are such an important habitat for 
biodiversity we also undertook two local surveys - the ‘Big Pond 
Count’, asked if  people had a pond in their garden and what 
they’d seen in it and ‘Wildlife in Our Gardens’, asked what 
people had in their gardens that provided habitats and 
opportunities for wildlife.

Undertaking the Biodiversity Survey also enabled us to build 
and strengthen links with other local organisations working to 
similar objectives, such as the Letcombe Brook Project.

What we found

The Biodiversity Survey, which involved over 180 local 
residents, collected in excess of  1,000 records and an 
impressive total of  316 species were recorded.  Given the 

interests and expertise of  volunteers, there was a bias towards flowering plants (206 
species), birds (53 species) and butterflies (19 species), although 9 mammals, 
including Brown Hare, Pipistrelle bat and Hedgehogs, were seen and a number of  
day-flying moths and other insect species recorded. Some species included those 
identified in legislation and conservation policies as needing protection, including 
birds on the UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species List (e.g. Corn Bunting, 
Linnet, House Sparrow, Spotted Flycatcher, Yellowhammer), and mammals 
(Hedgehog, Brown Hare and Pipistrelle).

The survey also identified information on important local habitats, for example, very 
good scrubby woodland habitat in sites such as Willow Walk, Humber Ditch and 
Betjeman Park, providing nesting habitat for species such as blackcap, song thrush 
and chiffchaff, and coniferous trees on the Letcombe Brook in Wantage being used 
by goldcrest. The survey also helped to highlight positive examples of  habitat 
management that had enhanced biodiversity with potential to be adopted in other 
locations in the area. For example, recent changes to the management of  the 
grassland around the Mably Way Health Centre, e.g. leaving parts unmown for 
periods of  the year, have significantly increased the biodiversity of  what was a 
species limited grassland of  which there are many examples in the area.

The garden surveys received over 110 responses and indicated many residents taking 
positive action to support wildlife. The ‘Wildlife in Gardens’ survey responses 
indicated 80% supporting birds by providing food or nest boxes and the same 
percentage with wild patches of  undisturbed grass or weeds. The majority of  
responders had seen hedgehogs (70%) and over 80% had hedgehog friendly spaces 
and fence holes or equivalent to allow free access.  The ‘Big Pond Count’ survey 
identified 58 ponds with a range of  wildlife spread widely across Wantage and 
Grove. This all indicates a strong base of  local community interest to build upon to 
enhance biodiversity in local gardens.

Our future plans – a Nature Recovery Strategy

The Biodiversity Survey has provided extensive information on local species and 
habitats that will be used to inform a Nature Recovery Strategy with the input of  
local residents and in collaboration with relevant local organisations. This will be 
used to develop activities and focus fundraising to support local wildlife, using our 
volunteer base to undertake habitat improvement in public spaces. It will include 
plans to: protect the most valuable habitats (e.g. Letcombe Brook, Willow Walk, 
Mably Way Health Centre grassland) engaging with owners and others and 
assessing and responding as appropriate; manage to maintain and enhance 
biodiversity in key areas such as churchyards, woodland and traditional orchards, 
grassland, and gardens; and create new habitats and improve connectivity (e.g. by 
identifying habitat improvement opportunities such as hedge planting, and species 
specific actions, for example for hedgehogs, butterflies and birds), working with 
developers and landowners to ensure a gain for wildlife. We will also continue to 
monitor and build on the baseline survey knowledge, working with others to fill the 



8 9

gaps and build up the expertise of  volunteers, collecting and mapping data. 
Prioritising our resources and collaborating for the greatest gain will be a primary 
goal of  the strategy, working with councils to enhance biodiversity in line with their 
statutory responsibilities and in alignment with Oxfordshire’s Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy.

Thanks

We would like to thank all those involved in the creation of  this report, especially the 
many volunteers who gave their time to monitor species in the local area, and for 
the support of  the Vale of  White Horse District Council Climate Action Fund.

Introduction
Wild Wantage, a Sustainable Wantage project,  was launched in 2020 with objectives 
to improve local biodiversity and transform green spaces through volunteer action. 
Guidance from Wild Oxfordshire in support of  local nature recovery1 involves four 
steps:

1. Discover what’s in your area

2. Protect the most valuable habitats

3. Create new habitat for wildlife

4. Manage areas to maintain and enhance biodiversity

Although Wild Wantage already has an active programme that works across these 
steps, the biodiversity baseline work carried out in 2024 was the first opportunity for 
the discovery step to systematically establish what has already been recorded and to 
carry primary fieldwork. The purpose of  this report is to present results from the 
baseline for the Wantage and Grove area and to inform Wild Wantage activities. It is 
not an overall nature recovery strategy document, instead it contains pointers and 
insights into further actions that improve the environment for notable species and 
enhance overall biodiversity.

Biodiversity is the sum total of  all living species, including all macro- and micro- 
organisms across all taxonomic groups. In reality, unless expert research teams are 
involved, a baseline survey will necessarily focus on species that can be most readily 
recorded by volunteers without the need of  highly specialised knowledge and 
equipment. Furthermore, survey work in relation to certain protected species may 
require a special licence.

Wantage and Grove (Map 1) and adjoining parishes cover 10,700 hectares from the 
Challows and Childrey in the west to the Hendreds in the east and from the West 
Berkshire/ Oxfordshire border in the south, northwards to the Great Western 
Mainline Railway. Although the focus of  this report is Wantage and Grove’s 
biodiversity, it is important to understand the wider context of  the area’s landscape 
and key habitats.

1Community Town and Parish Guide to Nature Recovery, Wild Oxfordshire
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Figure 1: View over central Wantage looking north-east with the edge of Grove top left

Map 1: Wantage, Grove and surrounding area

The southern area contains a section of  the chalk escarpment of  the North Wessex 
Downs Area of  Outstanding Natural Beauty2 with SSSI’s designated for tracts of  
unimproved chalk grassland on Hackpen, Warren and Gramp’s Hill Downs. A 
number of  brooks flow down from the springline along the Downs northwards 
towards the floodplain of  the River Ock. These watercourses include the Childrey, 
Letcombe and Cow Common Brooks and the Portobello Ditch. Ginge Brook and its 
associated tributaries on the eastern side of  the area flow to the north-east to join 
the Thames near Sutton Courtenay.

The soil types include shallow lime-rich soils over chalk or limestone on the slopes 
of  the Downs, slightly acidic freely draining loamy soils in Wantage and lime-rich 
loamy soils around Grove. To the north soils consist of  slowly permeable seasonally 
wet slightly acid but base-rich loamy and clayey soils.

Seen from the air (Figure 1) the built-up areas in Wantage and Grove contain 
significant areas of  green spaces and some of  the residential areas contain generous 
gardens. Green corridors pass through the urban areas, linking  to the surrounding 
environment.

 2Since 2023 referred to as ‘National Landscape’ 

 2. Key Wildlife Sites in Wantage, Grove and surrounds
The Wantage and Grove area is fortunate in containing sites of  ecological 
significance with the potential to support high levels of  biodiversity - these are 
described below, and their locations are shown in Map 2 and wildlife corridors 
relating to these sites are shown in Map 3.

Letcombe Brook (and neighbouring marshy grassland)

Letcombe Brook is an important wildlife corridor connecting urban areas with open 
countryside. It is a globally rare chalk stream of  which there are only two in the 
whole of  Oxfordshire. The clear waters are home to protected species such as Water 
Vole and Otter as well as fish such as Bullhead, Brown Trout and Brook Lamprey. 
Chalk streams are listed within the UK Biodiversity Action Plan’s Priority Habitat 
Inventory (PHI)  and identified as a Habitat of  Principal Importance.

Letcombe Valley Nature Reserve

This reserve of  about 7.5ha is south of  Letcombe Regis and includes a stretch of  the 
Letcombe Brook along with neighbouring species-rich grassland and woodland. It is 
managed by the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust 
(BBOWT).
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BBOWT have created an area of  chalk grassland to complement the existing 
grasslands along with woodland, including old coppice stools. The site has existing 
records of  a large number of  invertebrate species.

Wiltshire and Berkshire Canal (Old Canal)

The Old Canal provides another green corridor linking open countryside to 
suburban areas and extending across the area between Grove and Wantage and 
then passing to the northeast, towards the floodplain of  the River Ock. Some 
sections have been allowed to go wild since abandonment early in the 20th Century 
and other sections have been restored by the Wilts and Berks Canal Trust with a 
long-term objective of  reopening the canal. The Old Canal corridor between 
Wantage and Grove has species-rich grassland and hedges with standard trees, 
wetland and open water habitats. Further to the northeast the canal passes under 
the Great Western Mainline, with areas of  wet woodland containing ancient and 
veteran trees. It is thought that this section of  the route of  the Old Canal follows an 
ancient drovers’ road between Wantage and Abingdon. Plans to restore the canal in 
this sector are currently uncertain due to Thames Water’s proposed Abingdon 
Reservoir, a development that would cover a section of  the Ock floodplain 
equivalent in size to the footprint of  Gatwick Airport.

Willow Walk Nature Reserve 

This Nature Reserve is in central Wantage and is a key part of  the Green 
Infrastructure Network in Wantage’s Neighbourhood Plan3 and is well used and 
appreciated by the local community. A section of  the Letcombe Brook passes 
through the reserve which contains wet grassland and woodland. 

Humber Ditch and adjacent green spaces

An important green corridor in the eastern part of  Wantage covering 
approximately 2.7ha. It comprises mown grass and mature trees, with a small 
nature reserve at the eastern end owned by Charlton School. The Ditch joins 
Letcombe Brook through a culvert under Grove Road near Willow Walk Nature 
Reserve.

Betjeman Millennium Park

The Betjeman Millennium Park is a 0.63ha managed parkland at the centre of  
Wantage that complements the neighbouring Letcombe Brook corridor. It contains 
mature trees and woodland edge habitat.

Map 2: Key wildlife sites in Wantage and Grove

 3Wantage Neighbourhood Plan 2023-2031
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Map 3: Wildlife corridors extending across the Wantage and Grove area

Habitats of importance in Wantage, Grove and surrounding areas

Species-rich grassland and wetlands 

The species-rich grasslands in Wantage and Grove can be grouped into:

● Marshy grassland neighbouring Letcombe Brook.

● Reedbed along the path to Letcombe. Sedge bed in field by the ‘Old   
 Plane’ roundabout.

● Amenity areas of  grassland that have been managed for species   
 diversity and now support a rich mix of  herbaceous     
 plants and associated invertebrates.

● Top Lock Meadow - a small area of  species-rich grassland created by   
 Sustainable Wantage approximately ten years ago.

● Field edges/ field margins – Wantage and Grove are surrounded by   
 agricultural land, with arable land to the south up to the Ridgeway and  
 to the east towards Ardington. Some of  this land has field margins   
 managed with wildflower mixes or contains species-rich grassland.

● Priority Habitat Inventory (PHI)4 grasslands (Map 4) on the North   
 Wessex  (Berkshire) Downs to the southwest of  Wantage contain   
 three sections of  unimproved grasslands with SSSI designation   
 (Hackpen, Warren and Gramp’s Hill Downs). Priority habitats in these  
 areas include lowland calcareous grassland and high quality semi-  
 modified grassland. These areas are included on the Priority Habitat   
 Inventory as are small areas of  other grassland shown in Map 4.

Map 4: Species-rich grasslands on Priority Habitats Inventory - Wantage, Grove 
and neighbouring parishes
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Figure 2: Fragment of a traditional orchard in a paddock 

Woodland and traditional orchards 

The area contains small pockets of  PHI woodland some of  which are classified as 
ancient or semi-natural woodland (Map 5). Much of  the broad-leaf  woodland 
supports a species-rich field layer but few ancient woodland indicator species as they 
have been established comparatively recently (e.g. the plantations along the A338 
east of  Grove). Areas of  ancient woodland include Woodhill Copse, north of  East 
Challow and Lain’s Row to the east of  Grove. Pewitt Wood is a beech plantation on 
the Ridgeway, south of  Wantage, owned by the Woodland Trust and managed by 
Sustainable Wantage. In summary the area contains:

● 45 hectares of  ancient/ semi-natural woodland across the wider area  

● In total the area includes 320 hectares (3%) of  woodland5, including   
 some areas of  wet woodland along Letcombe Brook and the course   
 of  the old Wilts and Berks Canal.

Only 7 hectares of  traditional orchards are included in the PHI for the area. These 
small but important habitats are dotted around the outskirts of  Wantage and some 
of  the surrounding villages. It is not known what area of  orchards in the Priority 
Habitats Inventory still survives and most are located on private land. The UK has 
lost 90% of  its traditional orchards since 19506, along with their associated species, 
such as Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and Wryneck. 

4 Priority Habitats Inventory (England), - includes habitats identified in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan and listed as being of 
principal importance for the purpose of conserving or enhancing biodiversity, under Section 41 of the Natural Environment 
and Rural Communities Act (2006).
5 By comparison woodland cover is 8% of the  Vale of the White Horse and 10% of England’s land cover.
6Traditional Orchards, People’s Trust for Endangered Nature
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Map 5: Woodland habitats and traditional orchards on Priority Habitats Inventory, 
Wantage and Grove

Map 6: Ancient, veteran and notable trees registered on Woodland Trust’s 
Ancient Tree Inventory 

Ancient, Veteran and Notable Trees

Ancient and veteran trees represent irreplaceable habitats of  significance to 
biodiversity and yet many grow outside protected areas and few benefit from legal 
protections. Locating and registering them is therefore a priority in an area under 
severe development pressure.

Map 6 shows the distribution of  ancient, veteran and notable trees across 
Wantage and Grove recorded on the Woodland Trust’s Ancient Tree Inventory 
(ATI)7. Trees within the area registered on the ATI fall into two main groups. 

● 45% of  records are of  trees recorded within Wantage’s open spaces   
 (primarily a number of  ‘notable’ hawthorns in the mature parkland   
 along Humber Ditch)

● 55% of  records are from a tree survey carried out between March and  
 October 2024 to the north of  the Great Western Mainline covering the  
 area of  the proposed Abingdon Reservoir (including ancient field   
 maple,  ash, crack willow and wild pear – the latter is a nationally rare  
 species also present in west Hanney and Denchworth).

Map 6 contains significant gaps and recording biases and more work is required to 
systematically record ancient and veteran trees across the area. For instance, the 
significant number of  trees found on the Old Canal to the north of  the Great 

 7 Woodland Trust’s Ancient Tree Inventory, accessed April 2025
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Western Mainline suggested that more might be located in similar habitats found 
along other sections of  the Old Canal and Letcombe Brook. 

Hedgerow and ditch habitats

The wider area of  Wantage, Grove and surrounding parishes has approximately 
155 miles (250km) of  hedgerow and ‘line of  trees’ habitats. On the wetter ground 
these are generally associated with ditches. Hedgerows  and  ‘hedge and ditch’ 
habitats provide valuable wildlife corridors across farmland and connect the 
fragments of  deciduous woodland and unimproved grassland. Hedgerows also 

provide shelter and nesting habitats for rarer farmland bird species such as 
Whitethroat and Yellowhammer and foraging areas and commuting routes for bats.

The most concentrated area of  hedgerows is located in the northern section (Map 7), 
in contrast to the southern area of  rolling farmland at the foot of  the North Wessex 
Downs, where the hedgerow network is fragmented and sparse (e.g. Lark Hill and 
Chain Hill).

Gardens

Wantage and Grove have a mix of  old established gardens as well as large estates of  
newly built homes with very little natural planting. Gardens play a key role in 
providing additional wildlife habitat for species, including ponds, nectar rich flowers, 
areas of  taller grass and tree/shrub species. As part of  the biodiversity baseline 
surveying activity Wild Wantage has gathered information from residents on 
gardening for wildlife and gardens with ponds, see Appendix 1.

Many Wantage and Grove residents enhance their gardens for wildlife by feeding 
birds, planting with nectar rich species, leaving areas of  lawn uncut, providing fresh 
water or putting up bird and bat boxes. Residents have also been encouraged to leave 
holes for access under fences to improve accessibility to species, including hedgehogs, 
that need to move between gardens to access sufficient food resources. 

3.  2024 Baseline Survey Methodology 
The overall objective was to develop a survey methodology that would work for a 
range of  recording expertise and to build an understanding of  biodiversity across 
easily accessible habitats (e.g. along public rights of  way, public green spaces and 
nature reserves).

During the initiation stage of  the project existing knowledge was compiled (basis of  
Section 2), discussions held with interested volunteers and local naturalists and a map 
of  priority areas to target for fieldwork was produced (Map 8).

A training day was held for volunteers on survey methods, with a focus on how to 
record habitat information and complete a species list for a site using iRecord, a site 
for recording and sharing wildlife records8. Recorders completed site reports, using 
the methodology covered on the training day. These site reports included a habitat 
description attached to the list of  identified species. 

iRecord is suitable for use by recorders  more confident in identifying species to add 
species sightings directly. Additionally, the methodology included  a way for 
interested residents less confident in wildlife identification to be able to contribute; 
for this a Survey Monkey form was offered so that people could contribute sightings 
from their gardens, or observations made whilst out walking in the area, by choosing 
from a list of  the most commonly seen species. We also ran two Google form surveys, 

Map 7: Hedgerow habitats – Wantage and Grove

 8iRecord
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shared through our newsletters and social media. The first of  these - the ‘Big Pond 
Count’, asked if  people had a pond in their garden and what they’d seen in it, the 
second – ‘Wildlife in Our Gardens’, asked what people had in their gardens that 
provided habitats and opportunities for wildlife. These are reported in Appendix 1.

The iRecord activity opened in May 2024 and at the end of  September 2024, it had 
1,070 records entered by 23 recorders, covering 316 species. The Survey Monkey 
form was open from the end of  May to mid-August 2024 and gathered 50 

responses. The Google form ‘Big Pond Count’ survey was open from the end of  
February 2024 to the middle of  April and gathered 75 responses. The Google form 
‘Wildlife in Our Gardens’ survey was open from the end of  June to the second week 
of  August and gathered 44 responses.

Throughout the 2024 Biodiversity Baseline Survey, the Wild Wantage Project also 
took steps to encourage wildlife identification practices with local schools, 
organisations and families. Over the summer we ran a series of  nature activities, 
aimed at encouraging the local community to get out and about, discovering the 
species on their doorstep. 

In Wantage Market Garden, we ran monthly sessions of  Nature Activities. These 
included activities such as pond dipping and bug hunting and aimed to encourage 
children and families to interact with local wildlife. With the help of  identification 
guides, the families explored the site, with these different activities. Dusk safari 
sessions were held that allowed participants to witness crepuscular wildlife activity, 
along with many of  the emerging nocturnal species. Being held at the Wantage 
Market Garden, the quiet and undisturbed environment was ideal for deploying a 
moth light trap. Two groups of  10 participated in activities such as moth trapping 
and use of  bat detectors. The species found from these activities were recorded, 
added to the Market Garden’s records.

The Brownies completed a nature walk and species identification activity. This took 
them along Letcombe Brook in the centre of  Wantage and into Betjeman Park, 
where they carried out their own species surveys including trees, insects, birds, 
butterflies and plants.

Nature walks were also carried out with Style Acre service users and members of  
staff. This organisation helps in assisting adults with learning difficulties and was a 
great opportunity for them to explore the local area and engage with the wildlife. 
The walks took in features such as Betjeman Park and the Letcombe Brook, where 
they could learn about the wildlife of  the rare chalk stream habitat.

Wild Wantage also worked with local schools to involve children in the Biodiversity 
Survey. At Charlton School, a sweep netting and species identification activity was 
carried out. A group of  around 10 forest school students used nets and identification 
guides to explore a nearby meadow. Their findings included: insects, butterflies, birds 
and some of  the local plants. At King Alfred’s Academy secondary school, Year 7 
classes completed plant surveys of  the playing fields, comparing the vegetation on the 
sports pitches with surrounding strips of  less managed grassland. 

Friends of  Betjeman Park also participated in the biodiversity survey and submitted 
survey data collected by their volunteers that were uploaded into the Wild Wantage 
iRecord account.

Map 8: Main survey areas identified for 2024 baseline survey 
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4. Results of the 2024 Biodiversity Survey

4.1 Overall Species Records 

For the 2024 survey we accepted any records generated by the volunteer surveyors. 
Overall, from the 1,070 records collected, 316 species were recorded across the main 
taxon groups (Figure 3). Not surprisingly there was a bias towards flowering plants 
(206 species) and birds (53 species), with some invertebrate records, with an emphasis 
on butterflies (19 species). 

4.2 Butterfly and Moth 

19 species of  butterfly were recorded during the 2024 survey, with several of  the 
more common butterfly species missing from the records, although four species not 
recorded in 2024 were recorded in Wild Wantage’s 2023 iRecord data (Small 
Tortoiseshell, Small Skipper, Large Skipper and Painted Lady).

Brimstone    Gonepteryx rhamni
Brown Argus    Aricia agestis
Comma    Polygonia c-album
Common Blue    Polyommatus icarus
Essex Skipper    Thymelicus lineola
Gatekeeper    Pyronia tithonus
Green-veined White   Pieris napi
Holly Blue    Celastrina argiolus
Large White    Pieris brassicae
Marbled White Melanargia galathea
Meadow Brown   Maniola jurtina
Orange-tip    Anthocharis cardamines
Peacock Aglais io
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta
Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus
Small Blue Cupido minimus
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus
Small White Pieris rapae
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria

Figure 3: Number of species identified by taxon group, 2024 biodiversity survey

Figure 4: Small Blue was recorded on rough grassland near Grove
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Subjective records indicate that cool weather conditions during spring and early 
summer of  2024 were poor for butterflies in general. A lack of  records of  common 
species, such as Small Tortoiseshell is perhaps surprising.  However, the UK 
Butterfly Monitoring Scheme reported that 2024 was the worst year on record for 
this species9 and that climate change may well be a factor in its long-term decline. 
Butterfly recording does vary greatly in terms of  the weather and time of  season as 
some butterflies have limited flight seasons.  The ad hoc methodology for this survey 
means that such species could be easily missed.

Moth records were limited to 5 species - a handful of  day-flying species and a 
couple of  nocturnal species spotted during daylight. Wild Wantage iRecord data for 
the area prior to 2024 lists 44 species – many of  these were identified from their 
caterpillars.

Six-spot Burnet  Zygaena filipendulae
Cinnabar   Tyria jacobaeae
Yellow Shell   Camptogramma bilineata
Scarlet Tiger   Callimorpha dominula
Poplar Hawk-moth  Laothoe populi

Map 9 shows Wild Wantage records for butterflies and moths on iRecord for 2024 
and clearly shows most records are from urban Wantage and Grove and from the 
Letcombe area.  The arable areas to the South of  Wantage show no records, it 
would be interesting to ascertain whether this is due to a lack of  suitable habitat, 
recorder bias, or both.

9 UK butterfly emergency declared, Butterfly Conservation, September 2024

Orange Tip (Anthocharis cardamines) butterflies were recorded at several sites 
during the survey. They have 2 caterpillar food plants. Cuckooflower/Ladysmock 
(Cardamine pratensis) is a species of  wet grassland and was recorded at Top Lock 
Meadow and Ardington Woods and there is also a known colony at Willow Walk 
Nature Reserve. The other is Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata), a species found 
commonly on path sides and hedgerows and recorded in 5 different locations during 
the survey, though it is likely to be found elsewhere in the area.

4.3 Mammals
Mammal records during the survey were quite limited and mainly of  diurnal species.
Except for Hedgehog, these were recorded a maximum of  twice. A longer list of  
mammals has been recorded in the area according to TVERC records (Otter, Water 
Vole, Roe Deer, Fox, Badger, Polecat, Shrew species and at least 10 bat species), but 
many of  these were recorded during night surveys or reported as roadkill. Although 
bats were encountered in the 2024 baseline, species identification would have 
required more specialised acoustic recording equipment than was available.

Map 9: Butterfly and moth survey locations in 2024
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Hedgehog   Erinaceus europaeus
Mole    Talpa europaea
Muntjac   Muntiacus reevesi
Brown Hare   Lepus europaeus
Rabbit    Oryctolagus cuniculus
Grey Squirrel   Sciurus carolinensis
Pipistrelle   Pipistrellus pipistrellus sensu lato
Bat sp    Chiroptera
Vole sp    Arvicolinae

Hedgehog

There were 10 records for Hedgehog during the survey, 9 in urban/suburban areas 
of  Wantage and one in Grove (Map 10). The garden wildlife survey identified 29 
gardens across the area where Hedgehog had been seen (Appendix 1). As a mobile, 
easily identifiable species that habitually ventures out onto pavements and roads, it is 
not surprising that there is a bias in urban records, as Hedgehogs can be harder to 
spot in more rural habitats. Happily, all the records were for live rather than 
squashed specimens. The extent to which habitat is managed for hedgehog is covered 
in the Garden Wildlife Survey (Appendix 1). 

Map 10: Hedgehog survey locations in 2024

Figure 5: Brown Hare - a farmland specialist found in open fields
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4.4 Birds

In total 53 bird species were recorded across fieldwork areas (Map 11), with more 
than half  of  the 336 records collected in the Humber Ditch area (181). 

The birds recorded in the survey can be roughly divided into 3 groups: 

● species recorded in gardens and suburban areas of  Wantage and Grove 
● species associated with freshwater and wetland areas
● farmland species recorded in the surrounding agricultural areas.

Garden and suburban birds

Garden and suburban birds recorded include species such as Robin, Blackbird, 
Wren, Swift, House Martin and House Sparrow.  Species such as Blackbird, Wren 
and Robin require garden shrubs or areas of  scrubby habitat to breed, while House 
Martins, Swifts and House Sparrows require buildings, either through suitable nest 
sites in holes and gaps for the latter two, or overhanging eaves for house martins.  
Nesting opportunities for all three can be enhanced through the provision of  artificial 
nests. Nearly half  of  those responding to the garden wildlife survey had nest boxes in 
their gardens (Appendix 1).

There is some very good scrubby habitat in sites such as Willow Walk, Humber Ditch 
and Betjeman Park, providing nesting habitat for species such as blackcap, song 
thrush and chiffchaff, while coniferous trees on the Letcombe Brook in Wantage are 
used by goldcrest.

Freshwater and wetland birds 

The Letcombe Brook and Humber Ditch provides habitat for wetland and waterway 
species right in the heart of  Wantage and Grove. This includes kingfisher, mallard 
and moorhen as well as grey wagtail which nest next to the Wessex Mill on Mill 
Street. Little egrets are also seen on the Brook in Grove and upstream of  Wantage. 
Only three of  these species were recorded during the 2024 bird survey (Map 13).

Map 12: Garden and suburban birds - Wantage (low resolution GPS settings produced highly 
clustered locational data)Map 11:  Bird survey locations March - August 2024
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Farmland birds

The countryside surrounding Wantage and Grove provides habitat for other species, 
including declining farmland species such as corn bunting, yellowhammer, linnet, 
grey partridge and skylark. All these species require sympathetic arable 
management, with well-maintained hedgerows, field margins and protected nesting 
areas (in fields for grey partridge and skylark as well as brown hare). Areas of  open 
farmland sampled in the bird survey included Lark Down, the bridleway south from 
Lark Hill and areas along the path to Ardington and near the road to West 
Lockinge.

Map 14 shows the areas where corn bunting, yellowhammer, linnet, grey partridge 
or skylark were recorded during the survey period.  The land to the south and east 
of  Wantage was identified as an area where these species were present and wider 
survey coverage in similar habitats bordering on the North Wessex Downs would 
most likely find more. Yellow wagtail, lapwing and pheasant are also present in these 
areas but were not recorded during the survey period. 

Map 14: Farmland specialists bird species - south and east of Wantage 
(locations not exact)

Map 13: Freshwater and wetland specialists – Wantage (locations not exact)
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Figure 6: Yellowhammer perched at the top of a tall hedge above open farmland

4.5 Plants 

The 2024 survey collected 613 records of  flowering plants relating to over 200 
species from survey areas covering the main habitats (Map 15).

It was not always possible for recorders to identify plants at the species level;   
these instances were recorded at the genus level. A full listing of  flowering   
plants identified, split into broad habitat types in which they were found is   
provided in Appendix 2. In summary these habitats were: 

‑ Grass of  varied types depending on soil type, dampness, degree of  nutrient
 enrichment/disturbance and the extent to which the habit had been   
 modified by agriculture or mown as amenity grassland in public spaces and  
 along verges. The main distinction was between drier patches of  lowland  
 calcareous grassland on thin chalk soils in the south and more neutral/  
 acidic grasslands on the heavier soils in the north of  the area.

‑ Scrub/hedgerow habitats mainly consist of  Hawthorn, Blackthorn,   
 Cherry Plum, with some Elm suckers. Many of  the hedgerows are not  
 maintained and have become tall and gappy.

‑ Woodland edges, clearings and tall herb stands – associated with lowland  
 mixed deciduous woodland. 

‑ Wet woodland - seasonally flooded woodland habitats dominated by willow  
 and alder trees found along Letcombe Brook. 

‑ Mixed habitats - where no one habitat type predominates – mostly a mix of   
 scrub and grassland.

Table 1 provides a summary of  habitat types found in the main survey areas and 
Figure 3 indicates number of  records within each habitat type.  Three-quarters of  
records were from areas of  grassland or mixed habitats. A summary of  each of  the 8 
main sampled areas below includes habitat descriptions and an indication of  some of  
the species recorded, arranged into herbaceous, shrub and tree species.

Map 15: Flowering plant survey locations, 2024 survey
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Survey area

Grassland Mixed
habitat

Scrub /
hedgerow

Wet
woodland

Woodland edges, clearings
and tall herb stands

1. Cow Lane

2. Gypsy Lane Woodlands
3. Top Lock Meadow
4. Mably Way/ Health Centre/
Letcombe Brook
5. Willow Walk Nature
Reserve
6. Humber Ditch
7. Track south from Lark Hill

8. Ardington Woods

Description of
habitat

A byway between North Grove and Hanney      Bridge with housing development
land on either side (Monk’s Farm  Estate) and crested newt habitat in ponds
near the railway bridge. It is bordered by areas       of deciduous woodland,
remnant hedgerows, stands of tall herbs and some bramble scrub. A crossing
has   recently been made from the Monk’s Farm construction site to fields to the
west which are soon to be developed for housing.

Flowering plants
• herbaceous Willowherb, Hogweed, Oxeye    Daisy, White Dead-nettle

• shrubs Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Dog-rose

• trees Sycamore, Field Maple, Ash, Elm

Description of
habitats

A plantation of about 2,400 Aspen    trees to the east of A338 surrounded by
hawthorn hedging on two sides. The Old Canal                      forms one side with a
Succession of natural ponds with marginal reeds.

Flowering plants
• herbaceous Bluebell, Garlic Mustard, Willowherb, Hogweed, Oxeye    Daisy, Bedstraw, Herb-

Robert, Herb Bennet (Wood Avens), Comfrey
• shrubs Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Cherry Plum, Dog-rose, Spindle

• trees Aspen, Sycamore, Field Maple, Ash, Elder, White Birch, Silver Birch and Elm
Figure 3: Number of flowering plant records by broad habitat type, 2024 survey

Table 1: Summary of broad habitat types in main survey areas

1: Cow Lane Grove

2: Gypsy Lane Woods and track

Figure 7: Gipsy Lane Woods and Old Canal with Grove and Letcombe Brook in background
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3: Top Lock Meadow

4: Mably Way, around the Health Centre and section of Letcombe Brook

5: Willow Walk Nature Reserve

Figure 8 Willow Walk Nature Reserve and the Letcombe Brook corridor, central Wantage

Description of
habitats

An area  of wet woodland within the Letcombe                Brook   wildlife corridor with
Some  open areas   of wet meadow, riverine habitat along the Brook and
pockets of scrub.

Flowering plants
• herbaceous Comfrey, Cow Parsley, Garlic Mustard, Lesser      Celandine, Lords-and-Ladies,

Marsh-Marigold and  Water Mint.
• shrubs Hawthorn, Elder

• trees Alder, Bird Cherry, Crack        Willow, Rowan  and Field   Maple.

Description of
habitats

A rough triangle, bordered by a fence, mature trees, a verge then a pavement
on two sides, and a former run-off ditch associated with the abandoned    Wilts
and Berks Canal.  The ditch is sometimes wet. A species-rich meadow was
established there about 10 years ago.
The area was probably a wharf for coal from the canal barges, then a children's
play area, now planted with annual and perennial plants and extra trees.
A small stand of Blackthorn and Elder is at one end.

Flowering plants
• herbaceous Bethany, Bladder Campion, Crested Dog’s-tail, Cuckoo Flower, Field Scabious,

Lady’s Bedstraw, Madder, Meadow Crane’s bill, Meadow Saxifrage, Moth
Mullein, Nettle-leaved Bellflower, Pyramidal Orchid, Viper’s-bugloss, Wild
Carrot, Yellow Rattle. Taller stands of herbs include Hogweed, Elecampane    
Teasel. Wetter ground: Purple-loosestrife and Yellow Iris.

• shrubs Hawthorn, Cherry plum, Blackthorn, Dog-rose, Elder, Budhlia, Guelda-rose.

• trees Bird Cherry, Cherry, Ash, Hazel, Silver Birch and Walnut.

Description of
habitats

A triangle of grassland outside the Mably Way Health Centre containing a
patch of White Helleborines.
The area along Letcombe Brook from the Health Centre as  far as   the entrance
to the caravan  site consists of a rough path bordered by scrub and trees. The
Brook, on one side of the area, has Yellow Iris. On the side nearest the Health
Centre an area has been planted to re-establish a wild flower meadow -
another Helleborine was found here. Beyond this area is scrub and trees.

Flowering plants
• herbaceous Field Scabious,  Hawkweed Oxtongue, Pyramidal Orchid, Lady’s Bedstraw,

Madder, Meadow Crane’s bill, Meadow Saxifrage,           Meadow Vetchling,
Perforate St John’s-wort, Red   Bartsia, Viper’s-bugloss, Wild Carrot and Yellow
Rattle. Along Brook – Yellow Iris, and Purple Loosestrife.

• shrubs Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Honeysuckle,  Elder, Cotoneaster, Guelder-rose.

• trees Goat Willow, Hazel,     Horse  Chestnut, Apple, Walnut, Weeping Willow.

6: Humber Ditch

7: Track south from Lark Hill

Description of
habitats

Rolling   farmland with hedgerow fragments and few trees. The   footpath south
follows a field boundary with farmland on either side. The   grassland                    has   low
species                            diversity, with none of the flora characteristic of lowland calcareous
Grassland   found on the chalk downland further to the south (e.g. Carline
Thistle, Yellow-wort).

Flowering plants
• herbaceous Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Camomile,     Fumitory, Meadow Vetchling, Oxeye                      Daisy,

Yarrow, White Bryony, White Campion  and Yellow Rattle.
• shrubs Hawthorn, Dog-rose

• trees Apple, Cherry, Plum and Walnut

Description of
habitats

Low-species  diversity amenity grassland     within an area of parkland with many
mature trees either side of Humber Ditch – a tributary of Letcombe Brook that
joins it at Willow Walk Nature Reserve.

Flowering plants
• herbaceous Bluebell, Cow   Parsley,  Herb Bennet (Wood Avens), Herb-Robert, Lesser

Celandine, Lords-and-Ladies,                   Garlic Mustard, Small-flowered Crane’s-bill,
Spear    Thistle, Wormwood.

• shrubs Hawthorn, Elder, Dogwood.

• trees Ash, Apple, Elm, Field Maple, Crack Willow, Goat Willow, Rowan,  Hazel,  Horse
Chestnut, Red     Maple, Whitebeam.



40 41

5. Protected and Notable Species
The survey recorded a number of  protected and notable species – namely those that 
have been identified in legislation and conservation policies as needing protection 
due to their declining numbers (protected species) and species of  particular concern 
or interest due to their rarity, vulnerability, or importance to the UK ecosystem 
(notable species). 

Relevant pieces of  legislation and conservation policy include:

‑ EU Protected – Protected through the EU Habitats Directive 

‑ UK BAP Priority – Identified as key species in UK Biodiversity Action Plan

‑ BTO/ RSPB birds of  conservation concern the ‘Red/Amber List’ –   
 identified as bird species under threat on the UK Conservation List 

Description of
habitats

Rolling  farmland with hedgerow  fragments and few trees. The   footpath south
follows a field boundary with farmland on either side. The  grassland  has   low
species  diversity, with none of the flora characteristic of lowland calcareous
grassland  found on the chalk downland further to the south (e.g. Carline

Thistle, Yellow-wort).
Flowering plants

• herbaceous Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Camomile,    Fumitory, Meadow Vetchling, Oxeye                     Daisy,
Yarrow, White Bryony, White Campion   and Yellow Rattle.

• shrubs Hawthorn, Dog-rose

• trees Apple, Cherry, Plum and Walnut

8: Ardington Woods

Common Name Scientific Name EU Protected UK BAP Priority RSPB Red/Amber
Bat species
Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus Y Y

Brown Hare Lepus europaeus Y
Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus Y

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula Y A
Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra Y R
Dunnock Prunella modularis Y A
Greenfinch Chloris chloris R
Grey Partridge Perdix perdix Y R
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea A
House Martin Delichon urbicum R
House Sparrow Passer domesticus Y R
Linnet Linaria cannabina Y R
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus A
Rook Corvus frugilegus A
Skylark Alauda arvensis Y R
Song Thrush Turdus philomedes Y A
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata Y R
Starling Sturnus vulgaris Y R
Swift Apus apus R
Tawny Owl Strix aluco A
Whitethroat Curruca communis A
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes A
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Y R

Figure 9: Red Mason Bee on apple blossom
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Conservation needs of Notable Species

For farmland specialist birds the conservation needs differ by species, with 
Yellowhammer and Whitethroat favouring a landscape with hedgerows and wide 
field margins with high insect biodiversity, whereas Skylark require wide-open spaces 
and relatively undisturbed permanent pasture for nesting. The loss of  hedgerows on 
the sloping land between the Wantage and the downland to the south is something 
that could be addressed through hedge planting schemes.

For notable species in other habitats, gardening for wildlife provides an opportunity 
to support these species in numerous ways that are all part of  gardening for wildlife 
that benefits a range of  species:

● Artificial nesting sites/ boxes/ refuges: bats, hirundines/ swifts, hedgehogs

● Gardening to encourage insects/ invertebrates: Starling, Wren, Dunnock,  
 Song Thrush

● Avoid cutting hedges between 1st March and 31st August – to protect   
 nesting birds

● Create garden habitats such as damp areas, ponds, piles of  leaves that favour 
 invertebrates – to improve the value for garden birds such as the Song   
 Thrush

● Choice of  trees/ shrubs that produce berries in winter for thrushes and  
 other birds

● Feeding birds, but feeders must be kept clean to help stop the spread of   
 diseases such as trichomonsis that was responsible for the recent crash in  
 Greenfinch numbers.

6. Biodiversity Survey Recommendations
The survey has established a biodiversity baseline for the Wantage and Grove area 
through a combination of  primary fieldwork and use of  public data sources.  This 
work has built on our existing knowledge and has further uncovered the variety of  
wildlife and the different habitats within the area. This information is an essential 
input to a local nature recovery strategy that protects the most valuable habitats, sets 
priorities for new habitat creation and informs the management of  existing habitats 
to enhance their biodiversity.

Overall recommendation

The overall recommendation is to use findings from the Biodiversity Survey to shape 
a Wantage and Grove Nature Recovery Strategy in collaboration with other local 
groups, the Oxfordshire Nature Project, Wild Oxfordshire and the Oxfordshire Local 
Nature Recovery Strategy.

Development of  the Wantage and Grove Nature Recovery Strategy will build on the 
networking and information collated through the Biodiversity Survey and act as a 
clearing house for who’s doing what within the area and provide a hub for local 
nature recording that feeds into the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre, 
the environmental records centre for Berkshire and Oxfordshire.

Specific recommendations

1 Continued monitoring of  key habitats: continue to monitor key  
 habitats described in section 2, including traditional orchards, woodland,  
 grasslands and gardens, building on our existing knowledge and working with 
 others to find out what they know.

2 Protection of  the most valuable habitats and species: continue to  
 work to protect areas of  high ecological value, such as Letcombe Brook,  
 Willow Walk, Mably Way Health Centre grassland. Engage with owners and  
 relevant groups to extend the existing baseline to include species-specific  
 survey work, for example, autumn harvest mouse next survey along Old  
 Canal and bat surveys along Letcombe Brook.

3 Create new habitats and improve connectivity: identify habitat  
 improvement opportunities such as hedge planting, and species-specific  
 actions for hedgehogs, butterflies and birds. For instance, the field margin  
 around Pewit Woodland, could be managed to create a lowland calcareous  
 grassland habitat. Such opportunities would involve close working with  
 developers and land owners to ensure a gain for wildlife. Plans to enhance  
 existing wildlife corridors would be set out in the Wantage and Grove Nature 
 Recovery Strategy.
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4 Manage to maintain / enhance habitats for biodiversity gains:  
through understanding the links between key species and habitats, for   

 instance certain butterfly species and where the host plants are that are  
 valuable to them; monitor to advise and support landowners, and use our  
 volunteer base to undertake habitat improvements in public spaces. 

Species-specific recommendations

Hedgehog

Hedgehogs are a very popular species for most people and are a great species for 
getting the public involved in biodiversity projects. Actions to help suburban wildlife 
in general can be communicated while focusing on hedgehogs. Though many 
people who welcome hedgehogs into their gardens think of  them as “their 
hedgehogs”, hedgehogs have territories that cover many gardens, meaning that walls 
and solid fences are a major barrier to their survival in suburban areas. 

The Garden Survey (Appendix 1)  generated records describing where hedgehogs 
had been seen by local residents. Wild Wantage actions and outreach to take this 
forward could include making hedgehog holes to join up gardens, putting out water, 
making wildlife friendly ponds, avoiding slug pellets, providing wilder areas/ habitat 
piles to provide cover, taking care when lighting bonfires/moving stored wood or 
tidying up garden prunings and leaves etc. Sustainable Wantage could also work 
with residents and link to the national Hedgehog Street10 initiative. 

Butterflies

Following the very poor summer in 2024 for butterflies and ongoing evidence of  the 
decline in half  of  UK species11, Wild Wantage will redouble efforts to enhance 
habitats for butterflies.  A key consideration in conserving butterflies is to ensure 
access to nectar sources throughout the flight period and the provision of  host food 
plants for their caterpillars. Following on from the Garden Survey, we will be 
encouraging the planting of  suitable nectar rich plants and leaving caterpillar food 
plants in gardens and, where possible, encouraging areas of  long grass on lawns. 

Willow Walk Nature Reserve supports many different butterfly species including the 
Orange-tip (Figure 8). The Orange-tip butterflies rely on Cuckoo flower and Garlic 
Mustard as larval food plants. Cuckoo flower is found on the area of  grassland just 
to the east of  the bridge over the Brook and at the moment this area is mown by the 
council as amenity grassland. We need to liaise with the Vale of  White Horse 
Council about the management of  this area and contact the relevant authorities in 
relation to others (e.g. Kingsgrove) to improve habitats for butterflies. 

Figure 8: Orange-tip butterfly feeding on sweet rocket

Birds

All of  the farmland specialist species require sympathetic arable management, with 
well-maintained hedgerows, field margins and protected nesting areas (in fields for 
Grey Partridge and Skylark). 

As with the butterflies, birds would also benefit from more sympathetic management 
of  amenity grassland areas throughout Wantage and Grove. 

Other species actions

A programme of  actions to support other species will be drawn up as part of  a 
Nature Recovery Strategy, using a combination of  results from the 2024 Biodiversity 
Survey and analysis of  wider data sets for the area (discussed in next section). For 
instance:

- Harvest mice along the Old Canal (not identified in our survey but recorded  
 by others) could form part of  a monitoring programme with advice from  
 TVERC on carrying out nest surveys and habitat improvements. 

- Amphibians require extra support through better provision of  ponds,   
 management of  environments around spawning ponds and monitoring (e.g.  
 within the Kingsgrove development). The Pond Survey found that three- 
 quarters of  respondents with ponds in their garden had observed frogs or  
 toads and that the proportion did not dramatically decline with smaller pond 
 size (70% of  small ponds, less than 1m2, had amphibians versus 80% for  

10 https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/
11 Half of UK Butterflies on long-term decline, monitoring reveals.  Butterfly Conservation, April 2025
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 ponds over 2m2). Spawning was reported for over half  of  the larger ponds  
 but only at a quarter of  the smaller ones. Encouragement of  garden ponds  
 of  any size is therefore important, but where larger ponds are possible these  
 are more likely to support breeding populations. Further out-reach work is  
 needed to encourage more garden ponds. 

- Actions for bats would be informed by carrying out bat surveys initially along 
 the Letcombe Brook wildlife corridor, to establish likely roosting and foraging 
 areas using non-intrusive survey techniques. Bat boxes could be installed to  
 improve roosting opportunities. Work is planned with local forest schools  
 and Wantage Market Garden to explain to younger age groups how bats live  
 and how we can help them and install bat boxes where appropriate.

6.3 Addressing gaps in biodiversity monitoring

No biodiversity survey can be considered complete, and the most comprehensive 
efforts will inevitably reflect the interests and abilities of  local recorders. The most 
important outcome is to have established a record of  key species to inform how to 
enhance the environment for their benefit. As part of  further work to develop a 
Nature Recovery Strategy we will address gaps in the Biodiversity Survey and work 
with other organisations, such as BTO, BBOWT and TVERC to improve the 
efficiency of  local biodiversity monitoring through the creation of  a local data hub.
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Appendix 1 - Garden Wildlife and Pond Surveys
The Google form ‘Wildlife in Our Gardens’ survey was open from the end of  June 
2024 to the second week of  August and gathered 44 responses. The Google form 
‘Big Pond Count’ survey was open from the end of  February 2024 to the middle of  
April and gathered 75 responses. 

Response to Wildlife in Our Gardens  were  scattered across north and east Grove, 
Wantage and surrounding villages. Areas of  Wantage and Grove with older housing 
and mature gardens were better represented than new-build areas with smaller 
gardens. 
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Location of gardens with bird table, feeding station or other food (79% of 
responders

Location of gardens leaving seed heads for birds (53% of responders)

Location of gardens with bird nesting boxes (47% of responders)

Birds - actions to support

Do you have any of  the following in your garden for birds? Please tick all that apply

● bird table, feeding station or other food  79% of  responders
● seed heads left for birds    53%
● bird nesting box    47%
● bird bath     74%

Not surprisingly the action undertaken by the highest proportion of  respondents to 
support wild birds in the garden were those related to feeding birds (91%), with 
stations / bird tables the most popular (79%). Provision of  a bird bath was reported 
by 74% and a bird nesting box by nearly half. 
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Garden planting

What types of  planting do you have in your garden? 

Questions established how gardens were planted, covering some key aspects 
beneficial to wildlife:

● Planting of  spring flowering bulbs  (84% of  responders)

● Wild patches of  undisturbed grass or weeds (79% of  responders)

● Large and or small trees   (93% of  responders)

● Flowering shrubs     (86% of  responders)

● Pollinator friendly plants    (90% of  responders)

Mown lawn was reported by 90% of  responders, but in only 6 of  these gardens 
were there no wild patches of  undisturbed grass.

Overall, half  of  the gardens reported all 5 types of  planting that are most beneficial 
to wildlife. Weeds or long grass were found at a lower proportion. 

Location of gardens with bird baths (74% of responders) Location of gardens with planting of spring flowering bulbs (84% of responders)

Location of gardens with wild patches of undisturbed grass or weeds (79% of responders)
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Location of gardens with large and or small trees (93%)

Location of gardens with flowering shrubs (86% of responders)

Location of gardens with mown lawn (90% of responders)
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Location of gardens with longer grass or piles of wood/ leaves (81% of responders)

Hedgehogs in gardens

The survey contained a series of  questions about actions taken to support 
hedgehogs and whether hedgehogs had been spotted. 29 of  43 responding to the 
survey reported seeing hedgehogs, these gardens were spread across Wantage, Grove 
and Letcombe Regis.  For the third of  respondents not reporting any hedgehog 
sighting, the majority had holes under fences and suitable hedgehog habitat in their 
garden, such as piles of  leaves or areas of  longer grass. 

Do you have any of  the following in your garden for hedgehogs? Please tick all that 
apply:

● areas of  longer grass or piles of  logs/ leaves  (81% of  responders)

● hedgehog house     (42% of   responders)

half  of  those that had observed hedgehogs in their gardens provided houses

● holes at the bottom of  fences or gaps under gates that allow hedgehogs to  
 come and go freely      (84% of  responders)

● 71% of  those with hedgehogs were providing them with food and water.

Location of gardens with hole in fence for hedgehog access (84% of responders)

Location of gardens with hedgehog houses (42% of responders)
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The garden survey asked a series of questions about features that favour insect 
diversity in gardens 

Do you have any of  the following in your garden for insects? 

● Insects - ivy in trees or on fences or hedges?   (77% of  responders)

● Insects - bee or bug hotel?    (65% of  responders)

● Insects - pollinator friendly plants?   (88% of  responders)

Location of gardens with bee or bug hotel (65% of responders)

Location of gardens with ivy in trees or on fences (77% of responders)Location of gardens where food and or water provided for hedgehogs (71% of responders)
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Pond Survey Results

In total of  the 75 responses to the pond survey 53 (74%) reported seeing frogs or 
toads, with half  of  these also reporting  spawn.

Pond sizes were classified into large (over 2 m2), medium (1-2 m2) and small (less 
than 1 m2), with 80% being in the small to medium category. A positive correlation 
was found  between pond size and reported sighting of  frogs/ toads and presence of  
spawn. This correlation was stronger for presence of  spawn, with spawn present in 
only 26% of  smaller ponds compared with 53% in ponds over 2 square metres.

Relationship between pond size and whether  frogs/ toads observed, whether frog/ toad 
spawn observed

Location of gardens with pollinator friendly plants (88% of responders)

Seen        in pond this year total large pond > 2
sqm

medium pond 1-2
sqm

small pond < 1
sqm

Frogs - no spawn 24 3 9 12

Frogs and spawn 23 5 12 6

Frogs and toads - no
spawn

2 1 1 0

Frogs, toads and spawn 4 2 2 0

None of above 19 3 8 8
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Location of responders to pond survey by size of pond and presence of wildlife Appendix 2 - Listing of Flowering Plants by Habitat

Listing of flowering plants identified by 2024 Biodiversity Survey 
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